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Optics raises eye health 
up the political agendaWE must match the desire of the 

multiples to develop community services 
and improve public attitudes to optical 
practices as the first port of call for eye 
health, LOCSU Chairman, Alan Tinger, 
told LOCs in his New Year message.
The Chairman urged the optical sector 

to change the mood music and focus 
outward rather than inward; making 
2016 the “Year of Community Services”. 
In a keynote message to LOCs, 

Mr Tinger said: “Only when optical 
community services are in place in all 
areas and with all local contractors 
involved will public perceptions 
fundamentally change and optical 
practices will become the first port of 
call for detecting and treating eye health 
problems. 

“This is not going to happen overnight 
and there are many stakeholders to 
involve but what could change quickly is 
the mood music in the sector. If all pull 
together in the same forward direction 
we can have a fighting chance of 
positively changing the landscape.
“LOCSU is working on a number of 

new initiatives to scale up its activities 
to assist LOCs to maximise community 
services in all respects and to enhance 
the voice of optics to its key targets to 
thereby ennoble the professions.”
Read the full text on the LOCSU 

website. 

Make 2016 breakthrough 
year urges LOCSU Chair

LOCSU MD, Katrina Venerus, was part of a delegation 
from leading eye health and sight loss organisations 
invited to the Houses of Parliament last week to urge 
MPs to improve eye health services.

It gave the sector leaders 
the opportunity to emphasise 
to MPs and members of the 
Lords social and economic 
importance of investing in eye 
health.
Venerus said that it 

was imperative that 
legislators understand the 
consequences of failing to 
develop community services 
as part of preventative 
approach to tackle sight 
loss and of the huge costs 
associated with long-term 
care.
MPs heard that, on average, 

3,000 people in every 
parliamentary constituency 
are living with a serious sight 
problem – two million in total 

in the UK at a cost of £22 
billion per year – and that the 
number is set to double by 
2050 without decisive action.
The reception, hosted by 

Lord Low of Dalston, CBE, 
was sponsored by the UK 
Vision Strategy, the Optical 
Confederation and the 
Thomas Pocklington Trust.  
The event continues the 

work of the UK Vision 
Strategy Manifesto and 
urges MPs from all parties 
to make a real commitment 
to improving eye health and 
sight loss services within their 
constituencies. 
Picture (left to right): Katrina 

Venerus, Herietta Alderman, 
Lord Low and Tony Garrett.

 Optical sector leaders with Lord Low, second right

http://www.locsu.co.uk/communications/news/?article=171 
http://www.locsu.co.uk/communications/news/?article=171 
http://www.ukvisionstrategy.co.uk/get-involved-ways-get-involved-across-uk/manifesto-2015-general-election
http://www.ukvisionstrategy.co.uk/get-involved-ways-get-involved-across-uk/manifesto-2015-general-election


MANY LOCs have 
Dispensing Opticians 
who are members, but 
not all. It is ABDO’s 
aim to have a DO 
on every LOC and 
we will be providing 
training and guidance 
to further enhance the 
skills of dispensing 
representatives.
DOs who are 

contractors or the 

representatives of 
contractors are entitled 
to stand as full members 
of LOCs. Arguably, this 
should be the case for all 
DOs. Some LOCs have 
allocated spaces for 
DOs and this should be 
encouraged.
DOs on LOCs have the 

ability and opportunity 
to get involved in service 
procurement and 

delivery. Our skills mean 
we are essential in the 
delivery of low vision and 
paediatric services and 
DOs should always be 
included in the training 
and accreditation.
Without doubt, Contact 

Lens Opticians should 
also be involved in 
MECS pathways. Being 
involved with your LOC 
gives you the opportunity 
to promote and develop 
the role of DOs in the 
local community.

n This month we take the temperature from LOCSU Board members representing ABDO, AOP 
and FODO to hear what their key messages are from the respective organisations to LOCs. 

View from the LOCSU Boardroom
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IN the drive to 
commission an 
expanding range of 
services from front-
line primary care 
practitioners, our sector 
faces a common goal.
As far as eye care is 

concerned, optometry 
does not have a divine 
right to assume the role 

of “GP of the eyes”. 
Private health providers, 

GP consortia and 
even independent 
ophthalmology units are 
all competitors for this 
work. That is why FODO 
members recognise the 
strengths of working 
through LOCs and the 
LOC Company model to 

make sure it is optometry 
and ophthalmic 
dispensing practices that 
become the focus for 
delivery of all community 
eye care services. LOCs 
need to embrace the 
skills and experiences of 
all the practices in their 
area in order to meet 
the 2016 challenge of 
delivering community 
services, everywhere.

No divine right to be eye GPs 

ABDO to provide LOC skills

 Paul Carroll, FODO

ACCREDITATION to provide services 
is something we are all familiar 
with. For most services this is simply 
a confirmation of core skills which 
occasionally get a little rusty. There 
is a thought that our accreditation 
might be better termed “validation” 
for just this reason.
Whatever the name, it is vital that all 

services try to use readily available 
resources. Staff turnover can be 
quite significant and it is important 
that validation can be easily provided 
to new practitioners to prevent 
services from withering due to a 
declining number of practitioners. 

Equally important is that the 
validation should be accepted 
in neighbouring areas. Many 
practices are near borders and 
locums frequently work across 
them. It is simply unacceptable 
these days to create a system 
whereby practitioners have to 
prove themselves multiple times for 
essentially similar services.
The answer, of course, is to use 

the LOCSU/WOPEC lectures and 
OSCEs which are a nationally 
recognised, and to resist attempts 
to add anything local unless it is 
modest and easily repeatable for new 
practitioners. The cataract module 
has just been revised and the new 
version is now available.

Validate once – nationally
 Trevor Warburton, AOP

 Mike Cody. ABDO



LOCSU will be linking up with Pharmacy 
leaders for 100% Optical early next 
month at the London ExCel Centre.
Leaders from both high-street sectors 

will host a Q&A session on Saturday 6 
February.
 The session theme is “Unleashing 

Local Energies – The Future of Primary 
Care and the NHS” which takes place at 
12pm noon at the main stage area.
Professor Rob Darracott, Chief 

Executive of Pharmacy Voice (pictured 
below), will join Katrina Venerus, LOCSU 
MD, along with other sector leaders for 
the panel discussion.
Looking ahead to the session, Katrina 

Venerus said: “A minor eye condition 
and common ailment conditions service 
in combination could take significant 
pressure off of GPs and A&E visits. 20 
million sight tests every year and 1.5 
million pharmacy visits every day offer a 
great oppotunity to work as high-street 
health hubs. 
A major theme in the Q&A will be 

exploring the future of primary care 
services and looking at the significant 
role that both optometrists and 
pharmacists can play in pushing forward 
new care models as part of the NHS Five 
Year Forward View. 
Health minister Alistair Burt, has also 

received an invite to attend the panel but 
a formal response had not been received 
as LOCSU News went to press.
For more information, visit the 100% 

Optical website. 

A NEW initiative using community optometrists to spot 
signs of brain cancer has attracted the attention of the 
NHS England.

Pharmacy joins 
Optical sector 
for 100% Optical
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Tees LOC has joined with 
NHS England’s Acceleration, 
Coordination and Evaluation 
(ACE) Programme and 
the Macmillan Integration 
of Cancer Programme to 
establish the South Tees 
Optical Referral Project 
(STORP) to speed up the 

diagnosis of potential brain 
and central nervous system 
tumours.
Explaining the background 
to the project, LOC Chair, 
Julie Breen, said: “On a 
national level, this is the very 
first collaboration between 
community opticians and 
secondary care to improve 
patient care in relation to 
the earlier diagnosis and 
treatment of brain cancer, and 
NHS England is taking a keen 
interest.
“It is all about getting patients 
or people who come for a 
sight test with unexplained 
headache or the like, 

screened with both a visual 
field screener and have the 
backs of their eyes viewed in 
3D using binocular indirect 
ophthalmoloscopy. And, 
if those results suggest a 
problem, to get the patient 
referred directly to the 
department of neurosciences 

extremely quickly. Thankfully, 
brain tumours are rare.
“Personally, it’s great to see 
the skills and equipment that 
optometrists have on every 
high street being utilised in 
this innovative way. 
“We all want to see many 
more people who are 
diagnosed with brain tumours 
surviving and recovering and 
optometrists can help in that 
fight.”
For more information about 

the project, read Julie’s Blog: 
To find out more about the 
project, email: Carol Taylor: 
Macmillan Integration of 
Cancer Care Programme.

“It’s great to see the skills and equipment 
that optometrists have on every high street 

being utilized in this innovative way”

http://
http://
http://www.intellisightopticians.co.uk/blog/opticians-helping-in-the-fight-against-brain-cancer#detail
mailto:carol.taylor2%40stees.nhs.uk?subject=MacMillan%20Integration%20of%20Cancer%20Care%20Programme
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During a visit to a local 
optical practice in his 
constituency, the Labour 
MP said that the skills 
of optometrists and 
opticians were not being 
used to help reduce 
pressures in the NHS.
Mr Bradshaw said: 

“Opticians are a vital 
part of primary care. I 
am concerned that the 
services and skills of 
local opticians are not 
being fully utilised. I 
would urge the North, 
East, West Devon CCG 
to make full use of this 
group of professionals 

to improve services to 
local people and cut 
unnecessary referrals to 
hospital.”
The Exeter MP 

was visiting an 
optical practice in 
his constituency last 
month to find out why 
regular eye tests are so 
important in preventing 
blindness.
Mr Bradshaw was 

joined by Nicki Pullen 
from Pullen and Symes 
Opticians and Jonathan 
Drew from Devon Local 
Optical Committee 
to see for himself the 

work carried out at the 
practice. He discovered 
what community eye 
care can be delivered 
in opticians beyond 

regular sight testing 
which delivers care 
close to home and is 
easily accessed by local 
people.

MP for Rother Valley, Sir Kevin Barron, paid a 
fact-finding visit to a local optical practice in 
Sheffield earlier this 
month. 
During the visit 

to Ian Van Hoof 
Opticians, LOC 
Secretary and 
practice manager, 
Ian Van Hoof, 
(pictured right) told 
the Labour MP: 
“A sight test can 
reveal hidden eye disease and other health 
issues. It was good to discuss with our MP 
the potential for using optometrists’ skills and 
instrumentation more effectively to diagnose 
and manage minor eye conditions at the 
optician’s, offering shorter waiting times and 
less travelling for patients. 
“Many schemes exist in other regions where 

optometrists can perform procedures in 
addition to the standard sight test, which 

helps to reduce 
pressure on A&E 
departments 
and overworked 
hospital eye clinics. 
Hopefully we can 
push this forward 
now in Rotherham.”  
Following the visit, 
Sir Kevin Barron 
said: “It was great 

to see the work done at the opticians, who can 
pick up dangerous conditions early with just a 
simple eye test. Accessibility to these services 
is essential so it was good to hear that people 
can book appointments at a time to suit them. 
The visit was arranged between the Rotherham 
and Barnsley Local Optical Committee and 
with the support of the Optical Confederation’s 
Public Affairs Team. 

MP hears patient benefits of eye services

Left to right: Sir Kevin Barron and Ian Van Hoof

EXETER MP Ben Bradshaw has called on local 
commissioners to make more use of optical 
practices to reduce the pressure on hard-pressed 
hospitals.

Left to right: Jonathan Drew, Ben Bradshaw MP 
and Nicki Pullen.
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Venerus’ View
“NEW year, new you” – the age old cliché seems 
to jump off magazine covers and billboards 
everywhere you turn at the minute. Then there’s 
resolutions! Giving up this, starting that, new 
regimes being adopted right, left and centre. 
Setting targets for the year ahead is all par for the 
course in January and 
LOCSU is no exception. 

Having undertaken a 
review of the current 
Strategic Plan with the 
Board in December, we 
are kicking off 2016 by 
working on a refresh of 
our Strategic Objectives 
that we will be consulting 
with LOCs on in the 
coming weeks. You will 
recall that I mentioned 
in the December edition 
of LOCSU News that the 
Board had discussed 
the need to drive local 
commissioning forward at 
greater scale and greater 
pace so that core services 
are available in all areas of England and more 
care is delivered out of hospital. I look forward to 
sharing our plans with you in the near future to 
take these and other key objectives forward.

Talking of the LOCSU Board, I wanted 
to highlight the range of salient and timely 
observations in comments from some of our Board 
members found on Page 2. FODO representative, 
Paul Carroll, makes it clear that FODO members 
see the value in speaking with one voice to local 
commissioners and are committed to working 
with LOCs and the LOC Company model. AOP 
representative Trevor Warburton points out that 
“validation” may be more appropriate language 
than “accreditation” and emphasises that 
whatever the terminology of choice, nationally-
recognised standards are vital. Last but not 
least, Mike Cody reminds LOCs of the skills and 
expertise Dispensing Opticians can bring to LOCs. 
Mike explains ABDO’s aim to have a DO on every 
LOC; quite astounding that this is not already the 

case really as there is a wealth of talent out there. 
All of these reflections and the reported increase in 
observers attending LOC meetings resonate well 
with the Chairman’s call, in his new year message, 
for everyone across the sector to pull together in 
the same forward direction. Having finished 2015 

with a positive first meeting 
with the new health minister, 
Alistair Burt, it was great to get 
the opportunity to raise the 
profile of eye health and sight 
loss with MPs and members of 
the House of Lords at the start 
of this year at last week’s UK 
Vision Strategy Parliamentary 
Reception [see Page 1]. 

A number of MPs that I met 
at the event were quick to 
acknowledge that it wasn’t until 
they had attended a practice 
visit in their constituency, 
organised by colleagues in the 
Optical Confederation Public 
Affairs Team and their local 
LOC, that they understood 
the role optical practices can 

play to support the NHS. I have said it often, but 
it is very clear that the more parliamentarians that 
recognise the contribution optical practices make 
and are willing to speak up on eye health and sight 
loss, the better. Please make sure that organising 
MP practice visits is part of your LOC’s Strategy 
for 2016. Contact Sophie Pavlovic from the Public 
Affairs Team for more information.

Finally, I am delighted that LOCSU is an event 
partner of 100% Optical again this year. Having 
the opportunity to talk to so many practitioners 
and practice owners about the work of LOCs 
and LOCSU through our presence at the show 
is fantastic. Please make sure you drop by the 
LOCSU stand (L230) over the weekend and don’t 
forget to come along to our joint session with 
Pharmacy Voice on the main stage at 12 noon on 
Saturday 6 February.  jacqu
Your comments and suggestions are always 

welcome: katrinavenerus@locsu.co.uk or  
@katrinavenerus on Twitter.

mailto:sophiepavlovic%40opticalconfederation.org.uk?subject=MP%20Practice%20Visit%20enquiry
http://www.100percentoptical.com/
mailto:katrinavenerus%40locsu.co.uk?subject=
https://twitter.com/katrinavenerus


l 100% Optical 6-8 February, 
ExCel Centre, London. LOCSU 
Stand L230. Optics/Pharmacy Q&A 
Saturday 12pm, Main Stage.

l Professor Sir Peng Tee Khaw 
(pictured above) will deliver the 
inaugural Sam Gaussen Memorial 
Lecture on 15 February 2016 
in Bristol. For more information, 
contact info@nerc.co.uk.
l Optometry Tomorrow 2016 
Hilton Birmingham Metropole  
13-14 March 2016.    

Optrafair, NEC Birmingham,  
9-11 April 2016.
l The College of Optometrists is 
hosting 25 regional events in the 
coming year. 
l The Association of Optometrists 
(AOP) has launched its extensive 
programme of CET and CPD 
events throughout the country, 
offering over 200 CET points during 
the course of the year. Download 
the guide. 
l Fight for Sight is making 
its research presentation 
roadshow available for LOCs. 
The presentations aimed at both 
optometrists and dispensing 
opticians, and are CET certified. 
Email Julian Jackson or call 
or call 07773 800073 for more 
information.

Dates 
for 

your 
Diary

Welcoming observers to LOCs Thinking ahead to 
your LOC AGM?

With the AGM season on 
the horizon, it’s never too 
early to think about planning 
your LOC Annual General 
Meeting. 

Last year we published a 
blog dedicated to the issue 
and you can re-read “Making 
Your AGM fit for purpose” via 
this link above. 

It covers transparency, 
turnout and communication 
and has links to further help, 
which can also be found on 
the LOC Guidance pages.

WITH all of the optical bodies actively encouraging their members to 
get involved with LOCs and support their local leaders, a number of 
officers have contacted LOCSU to ask for advice on dealing with an 
increased number of observers attending their committee meetings. 

As a reminder, the LOC Model 
Constitution states “Subject 
to rule 9.4, any local contractor 
or local performer may observe 
the meetings of the Committee”. 
LOC meetings should always 
be advertised to all local 
contractors and performers and 
details should be posted on the 
LOC website. 
Committee members and 

observers should introduce 
themselves at the start of the 
meeting and the minutes should 
record who was in attendance 
at each meeting. Observers 
should be given a copy of 
meeting papers and invited to 
participate in discussions, but 
they are not entitled to vote. If it 
is felt necessary, the committee 
may go into a closed session 
and ask observers to leave. 
This is normal practice when 

Optometric Advisors and NHS 
representatives attend LOC 
meetings as observers.
Any contractor or performer 

who would like to attend an 
LOC meeting as an observer 
should notify the LOC Secretary 
or Administrator so that 
they are aware of how many 
people the meeting room 
needs to accommodate. LOCs 
should welcome the chance 
to engage directly with the 
colleagues the committee has 
been elected to represent and 
seek their feedback on LOC 
communications. It is also a 
good opportunity to identify 
those with a keen interest and 
encourage them to get more 
involved with the committee’s 
work. Please contact info@
locsu.co.uk if you have any 
enquiries. 

If you have an item of interest for LOCSU News, contact Editor Chris McGachy, Head of 
Communications. You are receiving this email from the Local Optical Committee Support Unit. 

If you would like to unsubscribe, please contact info@locsu.co.uk.
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