
 
 

Email / Address Date / Dydiadd: Monday 12 May 2020 

Y Grŵp Iechyd a Gwasanaethau Cymdeithasol 
Health and Social Services Group 

 

 
   

 

 

Dear Colleague, 

 

Optometry Practice Services 

 

Following Wales’ First Minsters announcement on Friday 8 May about revised 

measures during the COVID19 pandemic, I am writing to you to re-iterate the 

situation for optometry practices in Wales. 

The First Ministers statement confirms; “The latest evidence from the UK Scientific 

Advisory Group for Emergencies and the advice of the Chief Medical Officer for 

Wales says while the first peak of infection has been passed and rates continue to 

fall, it is still too early for a significant lifting of requirements or restrictions”.  

In Wales, the lockdown has been extended for a further 3 weeks.  Optometry 

practices will continue to adhere to current Wales guidance, which will be considered 

again during the next Welsh Government review period in 3 weeks’ time. 

As there will be no changes in the situation to optometry practices in Wales, health 

boards will continue to work to current arrangements for urgent and essential eye 

care services. At the date of this letter, there are 90 “open” practices across Wales, 

providing coverage to support NHS Wales’ service provision and enable continued 

access for patients. 

In the meantime, all key stakeholders are working together to prepare Wales’ 

national plans for the next phase of the process (amber phase) and I will share these 

with you all at the earliest opportunity. 

I would, once again, like to thank you all for your co-operation and patience during 

this time, both in terms of those practices that remain open to support NHS Wales to 

continue to provide eye care services and those practices that have remained closed 

to protect lives in reducing unnecessary contact and transmission of the coronavirus.  

 



Rydym yn croesawu derbyn gohebiaeth yn Gymraeg.  Byddwn yn ateb gohebiaeth a dderbynnir yn Gymraeg yn Gymraeg ac ni 
fydd gohebu yn Gymraeg yn arwain at oedi.  
 
We welcome receiving correspondence in Welsh.  Any correspondence received in Welsh will be answered in Welsh and 
corresponding in Welsh will not lead to a delay in responding.   

 

 
Parc Cathays ● Cathays Park 

Caerdydd ● Cardiff 
CF10 3NQ  

 
Gwefan ● website: 

www.llyw.cymru 
www.gov.wales 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

David O’Sullivan 
Chief Optometric Adviser / Prif Optometrig Ymgynghorol  
Swyddfa'r Prif Swyddog Meddygol / Office of the Chief Medical Officer 
Directorate of Health Policy / Cyfarwyddiaeth Polisi Iechyd 
Department for Health and Social Services / Yr Adran Iechydm a Gwasanaethau 

Cymdeithasol  

Welsh Government / Llywodraeth Cymru  

Cathays Park, Cardiff CF10 3NQ / Parc Cathays, Caerdydd CF10 3NQ  

 

 

http://www.llyw.cymru/
http://www.gov.wales/

